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illustrated. 1858 edition. Excerpt: . . . exchanged for Cytherea: that is to say, she was known sometime before as
a goddess worshipped in Cyprus and not properly Greek; but she was now, such is the probable construction,
known also as a goddess worshipped in Cythera, and thereforebecome Greek. On this account, as well as
because the opposition between them had disappeared, she might with poetical propriety be made to bear a
character in the Odyssey, which could not attach to her during the continuance of the great Trojan quarrel.
Beyond his own function as god of fire, and of metallic art in connection with it, Vulcan is nobody. But within it
he is supreme, and no deity can rival him in his own kind. His animated works of metal are among the boldest
figures of poetry. Even his lame ness is propped by bronze damsels of his own manufacture. And the lock,
which he puts for Juno on her chamber-door, is one that not even any other deity can openl. But this is not so
much an exemplification of the power and elevation of mythological godhead, as of the skill and exclusive
capacity of a professional person in his own art. Finally, the Vulcan of Homer conforms in all respects to the
inventive, as opposed to the traditional type of deity. In the case of HeM09, or the Sun, as in various others, we
appear to see the curious process by which the Greek mythology was constructed, not only in...
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