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MAGIC AND MAYHEM: THE DELUSIONS OF AMERICAN FOREIGN
POLICY FROM KOREA TO AFGHANISTAN (PAPERBACK)

SIMON SCHUSTER, 2011. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. AFGHANISTAN AND
IRAQ are the latest in a string of blunders that includes Vietnam and an unintended war with China from 1950 to
53, those four fiascoes being just the worst moments in nearly a lifetime of false urgencies, intelligence failures,
grandiose designs, and stereotyping of enemies and allies alike. America brought down the Soviet empire at the
cold war s most dangerous juncture, but even that victory was surrounded by myths, such as the conviction
that we can easily shape the destinies of other people. Magic and Mayhem is a strikingly original, closely
informed investigation of two generations of America s avoidable failures. In a perfectly timed narrative, Derek
Leebaert reveals the common threads in these serial letdowns and in the consequences that await. He
demonstrates why the most enterprising and innovative nation in history keeps mishandling its gravest politico-
military dealings abroad and why well-credentialed men and women, deemed brilliant when they arrive in
Washington, consistently end up leading the country into folly. Misjudgments of this scale arise from a pattern
of self-deception best described as magical thinking. When we think magically, we conjure up beliefs that
everyone wants to be like us, that America can accomplish anything out of sheer righteousness, and that our
own wizardly policymakers will enable gigantic desires like transforming the Middle East to happen fast.
Mantras of stability or democracy get substituted for reasoned reflection. Faith is placed in high-tech silver
bullets, whether drones over Pakistan or helicopters in Vietnam. Leebaert exposes these magical notions by
using new archival material, exclusive interviews, his own insider experiences, and portraits of the men and
women who have succumbed: George Kennan, Henry Kissinger, Robert McNamara, Donald Rumsfeld, Dick
Cheney, and Presidents Kennedy, Carter, and George...
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U se o f  M o th ers an d  Teach ers        
Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have
numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download...
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Trace an d  Write A lp h ab ets an d  Sen ten ces f o r Begin n in g Writers              
Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 254 x 203 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The Trace and Write Alphabets and
Sentences for Beginning Writers workbook, provides extensive
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A rth u r an d  th e Witch     
Phoenix Yard Books. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Arthur and the Witch,
Johanne Mercier, Daniel Hahn, I'm Arthur and I'm seven, and the other day at Picket Lake, I
found the best thing ever:
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most promising title (at least to grown-ups), William Joyce introduces readers 6 to 8 to his
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AUTHORHOUSE, United States, 2005. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 223 x 213 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.No Cupcakes for Jason is the
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WW Norton Co, United States, 2016. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 4th Revised edition. 244
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