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illustrated. 1811 Excerpt: . . . the second, the remaining indications are so imperfect, that I have not attempted
to conjecture, or even ventured to insert them. In all the specimens of final inscriptions, which are given in
pages 37, and 38, I have designedly exhibited all the vowels, except H, as of a size really less than in the original
manuscripts. I thought that I could thus distinguish them better from the consonants, which are all, invariably,
capitals. In the greatest part of the original manuscripts, as may be seen by the fac simile copies, the vowels, as
they are not capitals, rise not to the height of the consonants, except in Philodemus. In the greatest part of his
manuscripts all the vowels rise to the height of the consonants. Hence his omicron appears to be a capital. The
dialect of the fragments of the eight books of Epicurus is attick; that of Polystratus, and Colotes, is so to a
certain degree only. The dialect of the Treatise upon Anger, I think, is somewhat attick: the language of that
Treatise, in general, is superior to all the rest. If one except the Latin Poem, the subjects of all the manuscripts at
Oxford are biographical, or physical, or philological, or moral, or theological. In di erent places of di erent
works, there are short poetical quotations from lost poets. One quotation from the Odyssey is incalculably
precious, because we find, in this quotation, the same language, expression for expression, as in the present...
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